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Statement on the brutal murder of
Coptic Christians in Libya

H.G. Bishop Youssef

We are all, every race, religion, tribe, and
nation, God's creation by His own hands
and with His own breath. The Copts are a
strong and peaceful people, trusting in
God's mercies and will. As we, the Copts,
approach the Holy Great Fast, we humble
ourselves before the Lord and remain
confident that He will hear our prayers,
respond to our supplications, save His
children, end the atrocities in this region,
and bring justice to the world.

"Lord, You have heard the desire of the
humble; You will prepare their heart; You
will cause Your ear to hear, To do justice
to the fatherless and the oppressed, That
the man of the earth may oppress no
more."

Psalm 10:17-18

Full statement: http://www.suscopts.org/
press/2015/feb/13/statement-on-the-
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We cannot remember our Coptic
brothers without also remembering all
those who have lost their lives in equally
brutal circumstances: journalists, aid
workers, medical staff, religious leaders, a
young pilot and communities that are
considered incompatible with a fringe and
intolerant element.

While it may seem illogical or
incomprehensible, we also pray for those
who have carried out these horrific crimes,
that the value of God's creation and
human life may become more evident to
them, and in this realisation, that the wider
effects of pain brought by this and other
acts of brutality may be realised and
avoided. We pray for an end to the
dehumanisation of captives who become
mere commodities to be bartered, traded
and negotiated with.

Full statement;
http://copticcentre.blogspot.co.uk/2015/02/

abducted-copts-in-libya-by-daash/

H.G. Bishop Angaelos

Our prayers are particularly with
the families of these young Coptic men,
who were fathers, brothers, sons and
friends of many within their tight-knit rural
communities, in which their absence will
cause significant loss and sorrow. Their
families are not only deprived of
breadwinners who had travelled to Libya
to support them, but of the joy that they
bring when they return.

statement-by-hg-bishop-angaelos.html

H.G. Bishop David

His Grace Bishop David, the
Clergy, the deacons and the Laity of the
Coptic Orthodox Diocese of New York and
New England express their deep grief for
the shedding of the innocent blood of the
Twenty-One Egyptian Christians at the
hands of militant extremists.

As a Church, we follow in the
example of these martyrs, who are now
removed from the violence of this world

and reunited with their Heavenly Father.
Just as they remained true to their faith in
the face of such barbarity, and invoked the
name of our Lord Jesus even until their
last breaths, we also cling to our beloved
Father during this time of mourning, in the
knowledge that, through His love and
grace, we are empowered to overcome
any evil.

We pray that the Lord reposes
the souls of the Martyrs, and gives comfort
to the families and loved ones of all who
have been victimised in Libya, Irag, Syria
and other areas. We pray also for the
protection of our beloved Church, our
beloved homeland, and the brave
Egyptian leaders and military personnel
who are taking actions to protect their
people throughout the world. As a Diocese
and a community, we remain united in
prayer for an end to all violence, and in
gratitude to our Lord who, through His
love, has endowed us with a spirit of
triumph over evil.

Full statement: http://www.nynecopts.org/
diocese-news/statement-on-the-
martyrdom-of-21-copts-in-libya

Church Leaders Express Their Solidarity to Coptic Orthodox Church

His Holiness Pope Francis

“The blood of our Christian brothers and sisters is a
witness that cries out to be heard. It makes no
difference whether they are Catholics, Orthodox,

Copts or Protestants. They are Christians! Their blood is one and

the same. Their blood confesses Christ.”

His Eminence Cardinal Wuerl, Archbishop of

Washington

The Most Reverend Justin Welby, Archbishop of
Canterbury

“We must all weep with those affected, and know that
in the love of Christ all evil will be overcome.”

Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit, General Secretary of the
World Council of Churches

We express our deepest sympathy and condolences
to the families of the young Egyptian men who had

“If one person is killed because of his or her faith, all travelled to Libya to work for their support, and who became the

| of us suffer. We are raising our voice with you.”

victims of this outrage. We pray for them, their communities and for

the whole Church in Egypt, from whom these precious lives have

been torn.

SUS Copts «

Robert Anderton

RISING

 HGB Youssef & @BishopAngaelos held a vigil in
honor of the 21 Coptic Martyrs of Libya.

Christian martyrs in Libya only words were 'Jesus
help me."' #MartyrsCrown #Heaven

, Twitter @ a glance

LACopts @lacopts
The New Martyrs of Libya added to the Coptic
Synaxarium.

Fr. Willy Raymond

Friends, let us ever honor the martyrdom &
witness of the #Coptic Christians executed in
Libya. Blood of martyrs is the seed of the faith.

Edited by HG Bishop Angaelos, General Bishop in the United Kingdom
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